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COMPREHENSIVE FAMILY DENTAL CARE

Everyone deserves an 
amazing smile!
Dr M Lentini - B.D.Sc. (Melb)
Mr R Privitelli - Hygienist

9742 6928 21 Princes Hwy, Werribee
www.lentinidental.com.au  www.dentistwerribee.com.au

Your Local All-on-Four Implant Centre

Celebrating

25 Years 

In Our

Community!
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PearceCallea
L AW Y E R S  &  A D V I S O R S

12403466-RA45-18   10068562-40

1 Duncans Road, Werribee

262 High Street, Melton 

285 Lennox St, Richmond

9999 - 0271 
www.calleapearce.com.au

Wills, Powers of
Attorney and
Deceased Estates...

Sensitive, personal, sensible advice.
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Tarneit footy funding
Tarneit Football Club has received 
$10,000 from Wyndham council’s 
2017-18 Community Grants program. 
The grant will be used to help the club 
attract women and people from diverse 
backgrounds, purchase new equipment 
and promote healthy lifestyles.

Certificate opportunity
Wyndham council is hoping to recruit 
60 young people wishing to study for 
a certificate II in information digital 
media and technology next year. 
The eYouth Project will be delivered 
by Wyndham council and Victoria 
University for people aged 16 to 25. An 
information evening will be held from 
6.30pm on Wednesday, November 
7, at the Victoria University Werribee 
Campus. Go to eyouthproject.com to 
book.

Controlled burns
Wyndham council will undertake a 
controlled burn program within open 
space reserves including Cobbledicks 
Reserve, Lollypop Creek and a number 
of sites in Little River in coming 
months. Environment and sustainability 
portfolio holder Heather Marcus said 
the burns were necessary to protect 
native grasslands. More information: 
wyndham.vic.gov.au or call 9742 0777.
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Halloween polarises people and I can’t 
work out why. Is it because we didn’t 
invent it and it’s American?

Both arguments are flawed, as the Irish were 
the first to celebrate it as part of the ancient Celtic 
Festival of Samhain, so it is not American. And 
we are not backward in celebrating events we 
didn’t invent – Christmas, Easter and Queen’s 
Birthday immediately come to mind.

The Americans have taken Halloween to a 
new level of crass commercialism, but it was 
not their idea. Besides, we are only too happy 
to embrace their language – trash, sidewalks, 
fries, candy. And don’t start me on sport – 
off-ence, de-fence, the paint, batters. It is an 
endless cacophony of crimes against our native 
tongue. At least Halloween has lollies.

We went costume-and-decoration shopping 
the other day. People were laughing and 
enjoying themselves – a far cry from normal 
shopping experiences.

Some people don’t like the idea of kids 
roaming the streets knocking on doors, which 
I can understand to a degree. Just put a “No 

Halloween” sign up. We have balloons on 
our front fence to let the kids know we are 
Halloween-friendly.

Our family has a ball looking at the costumes 
and chatting to the kids. It is harmless fun and 
at my place it is all about lollies, lollies and 
more lollies. No carrots or celery sticks, apple 
pieces or organic tofu bars at my place – it’s 
Violet Crumbles, Cherry Ripes, Freddo Frogs 
and Redskins. And that’s just for starters.

We live in a state that has a public holiday 
the day before the football grand final and for 
a three-minute horse race, both of which we 
embrace with gusto.

Halloween isn’t a holiday and never 
should be, though don’t tell the campaigning 
politicians that. If they thought it might get 
them a few votes, they’d probably add it to their 
lists of promises.

It is nice to see kids in the streets, laughing 
and enjoying themselves.

We see so little of it nowadays. It is refreshing 
and it is for just a few hours. It is a treat, not a 
trick. Deal with it. ■

Kevin Hillier says “boo” to Halloween’s critics

If you have any news or events, let me know at kevin@howdypartnersmedia. com.au
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■ Gas Ducted Heating

■ Evaporative Cooling

■ Split Systems

■ Refrigerated 

 Ducted Systems

■ Service & Repairs

SHOW ROOM AT: CNR COOK ST & INDUSTRIAL DRIVE, SUNSHINE

CALL NOW 9311 0510 FREE QUOTES
CREDIT CARDS AND
EFTPOS AVAILABLE

Comfort you can count on...

www.tonna.com.au
12376803-DJ04-18  10062148-01
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Drug charges
A 26-year-old Tarneit man has been 
charged with offences including theft of 
a motor bike, riding while disqualified, 
possession and trafficking a drug of 
dependence, possessing a controlled 
weapon and resisting arrest. Police 
allegedly observed the man riding a 
motorbike without number plates in 
Station Road, St Albans on November 
30. The rider ran away when police 
attempted to intercept him but was 
arrested soon after. 

Teen charged 
A 19-year-old Truganina man has been 
charged with assaulting police and 
making threats to kill after an alleged 
brawl in St Kilda on November 1. 
Police responded to reports of 100 
people fighting near Jacka Boulevard, 
just after 10.30pm. Ten people were 
arrested and three people injured in the 
incident.

Witnesses sought
Police are seeking information about 
a burglary during which cash and 
jewellery were stolen from a house 
in Pine Avenue, Werribee between 
9am and 1.45pm on September 27. 
Police have released images of a man 
perceived to be Caucasian, about 
170-185cm tall and wearing a black 
Chicago Bulls cap and a red T-shirt. 
Call Crime Stoppers: 1800 333 000.
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L ike a knife-wielding zombie, Christmas 
has snuck up on me this year. What about 
you? I am not sure if it is because our 

house no longer has the Santa Claus factor to 
deal with. Spoiler alert – all our family now 
knows Santa is a highly paid executive of the 
credit card planet and lives in the land of the 
never-never pay it off people. 

It is mid-December – yet it does not feel like 
the festive season. I wonder if that is because 
those lines between retail seasons have become 
as blurry as the ones between sporting seasons. 
The Werribee Cup at the weekend made me 
think early November, not December. 

Without getting into a climate change debate 
of epic proportions, the transition from spring 
to summer has hardly been noticeable except 
for a few days of heat. I still have plenty of use 
for my windcheaters and jackets.

There are a sprinkling of houses with 
extravagant lighting displays, but that tradition 
seems to have become a victim of rising power 
bills. Who can blame even the most fervent 
Christmas fan for trimming back? 

The supermarket promotional pop-ups and 
mini-collectibles have not given me a whiff of 
frankincense or the taste for candy canes. You 
could once rely on the seasonal finish of your 
favourite television or radio shows to signal the 
coming of the holidays, but they all wind up so 
early these days that it doesn’t cause a blip on 
the yuletide radar.

I am happy to say Santa does not seem to 
have lost his appeal, judging by the reaction 
I saw at the A-League last weekend. The kids 
were very happy to see him – and the lollies he 
was handing out.

As we embrace more politically correct 
wording in advertising, mentions of Christmas 
and the like are fast disappearing. ’Tis the 
season to be jolly, all right – jolly careful what 
you say, who you say it to and what they were 
thinking when you said it.

I think that correspondence course in 
mind-reading and social etiquette for the new 
millennium I saw advertised might be the go 
for my present to myself for this year. Happy 
holiday, indeed! ■

Kevin Hillier ponders why Christmas feels different

If you have any news or events, let me know at kevin@howdypartnersmedia. com.au
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